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London is different… 

• Unlike all other NHS regions, the population of London is entirely urban. 

• The population of London is 

• significantly younger than the populations of other NHS regions 

• significantly more ethnically diverse than the populations of other NHS regions. 
Areas of ethnic diversity often coincide with areas of high deprivation, and both 
are factors correlated with vaccine hesitancy. 

• The working age population (18-60 year olds) in London is significantly more 
ethnically diverse than the older population. Working people are also more 
susceptible to transmission. 

• In addition, London has a significantly more mobile population as an economic centre 
with additional populations commuting into London (e.g. c500k cross border movement 
of population to or from London to receive a vaccination dose). 

Those differences bring additional risk… 

• As things stand, London is at increased risk of a disproportionate impact of further 
waves due to a combination of factors including: 

• relatively lower vaccine population coverage, with higher populations and lower 
uptake, among the sections of the populations most at risk of serious covid 
infection; 

• more rapid return to population movement and mixing in an urban environment; 

• resumption of international travel and the socio-demographic structure of the 
city. 

Introduction  
 

 

This report analyses vaccine uptake across London to demonstrate the variation in uptake between communities living in different IMD deciles, and between 

different minority ethnic communities. 

 
The purpose of this report is to understand where inequalities exist and whether actions being taken are effective in reducing these. Where there are uptake 

comparisons, this has been to the group with the current highest uptake. This visualisation is intended to demonstrate the scale of the inequality and show if the 

vaccine programme has successfully begun to reach communities. 

In general the White British population has the highest uptake of all ethnic groups within the London region. Across cohorts 1-9, there are only 2 boroughs in 

London where the White British population does not have the highest overall level of uptake. We therefore use this as the benchmark to identify if actions being 

taken are contributing towards reducing inequalities in uptake for minority ethnic communities and shows that we are currently serving some of our communities 

better than others. This benchmark is not intended to implicate or blame communities for the level of vaccine uptake. 
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First dose unvaccinated summary  
Unvaccinated (1st dose) London GP registered population, JCVI cohorts 1-17 by demographic factor. Source: NHS Foundry, vaccinations up to 19 June 2022. 
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First dose unvaccinated by borough  
 

Unvaccinated (1st dose) London GP registered population, JCVI cohorts 1-17 by borough (vertical) and IMD 2019 LSOA deprivation decile/ethnicity group (horizontal). Source: NHS Foundry, 
vaccinations up to 19 June 2022. 
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Eligible booster unvaccinated summary  
 

Unvaccinated (booster dose) London GP registered population eligible for booster dose, JCVI cohorts 1-15 with second dose >3 months prior, by demographic factor. Source: NHS Foundry, 
vaccinations up to 19 June 2022. 
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London: Spring booster unvaccianted eligible population by ethnicity and cohort 

Eligible GP registered population. Uptake as of 19 June 2022 

 
Unvaccianted eligible population 

 

 
Aged 75+ Care Home Resident Immuno-suppressed 
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Source: NHS Foundry, based on national 'Spring booster reporting combined' Contour report. This includes individuals identified from the three eligible cohorts who have completed their primary course 

or received a booster dose prior to 1 March 2022. Individuals who have received a booster dose between 1 March and 21 March 2022 are excluded from the eligible cohort. 

NHS London Region Planning and Performance Team COVID-19 Programme 
 

Ethnicity 
Care Home 

Resident 

Immuno- 

suppressed 
Aged 75+ Total 

White British 29.7% 59.1% 24.1% 27.5% 

Chinese 35.1% 61.5% 27.5% 31.6% 

White Irish 29.0% 61.2% 30.1% 32.6% 

White Other 31.9% 65.7% 32.2% 35.9% 

Indian 35.8% 65.9% 32.9% 36.0% 

White/Asian 38.9% 61.8% 33.2% 37.0% 

Not known 77.6% 73.9% 38.3% 40.5% 

Mixed Other 30.5% 73.3% 37.7% 42.8% 

Any other group 35.9% 71.8% 41.3% 44.8% 

Asian Other 36.9% 73.4% 42.3% 45.7% 

White/Black Caribbean 47.8% 73.9% 53.5% 55.6% 

Pakistani 48.4% 78.0% 58.2% 60.6% 

Black Caribbean 54.4% 74.5% 62.5% 63.1% 

White/Black African 37.5% 81.6% 60.4% 63.9% 

Black African 51.0% 77.8% 63.4% 66.0% 

Black Other 45.3% 78.4% 66.4% 67.5% 

Bangladeshi 41.7% 81.3% 72.5% 73.6% 

Total 32.6% 64.5% 31.5% 34.8% 

 



Relevancepoint   

Comparing variation in uptake between cohorts  

This appendix shows the inequality in uptake between minority ethnic communities 

compared to the White British population. This visualisation is intended to demonstrate how 

the vaccine programme has successfully reached some communities, but still has work to 

do to ensure all communities reach an equal level of vaccine uptake. 

In general the White British population has the highest uptake of all ethnic groups within the 

London region. We therefore use this as the benchmark to identify if actions being taken are 

contributing towards reducing inequalities in uptake for minority ethnic communities. The 

charts demonstrate how we are serving some of our communities, and different age groups 

within communities, better than others. This benchmark is not intended to implicate or blame 

communities for the level of vaccine uptake. 

Effective reduction in inequalities would see the lines in the charts below converge back 

towards 0%. The higher the lines, the greater the level of inequality in vaccine uptake. 

 
 

Cohort groupings in each chart are defined in the table on the right. → 

 

 
Note on Booster uptake 

Booster uptake is against the total population in JCVI cohorts 1-15. 

However, patients have only been eligible for a booster 3 months (previously 6 months), 

after their second dose. This means some patients are not yet eligible for a booster dose. 

Patients who received a received a 2nd dose early on in phase 1 of the vaccination program 

will be eligible for a booster dose before those who had their vaccinations later. As uptake 

was highest in the White British population eligibility for a booster dose will be a driver for 

the uptake gap across most communities for the initial months of the booster programme. 

 
 

Source: NHS Foundry 

Chart Cohort Population 

 
 

 
COVID Evergreen 
offer, 1st dose 

 
 

C1-4 

Care home resident and staff, 
Health and Social care workers, 
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable 
(CEV), aged 70+ 

C5-9 16+ at risk, aged 50-69 

C10-12 Aged 18-49 

 
 
 
 

COVID Young People, 
1st dose 

C12 Aged 18-29 

 

C13/14 
12-15 at risk, 12-17 household 
contacts of immunosuppressed 

C15 Aged 16-17 

C16 Aged 12-15 

C17/18 5-11 at risk, 5-11 

 
 
 

COVID Booster 

C1-4  
 
 

As above 
C5-9 

C10-12 

C13-15 

 
 
 

 
Influenza vaccine 

 
 
 

Free 
cohort 

Aged 2-16 and 50+, 
Care Home Residents, 
Flu at risk, Health and Social 
care Workers, 
Immunosuppressed and 
household contacts, 
Pregnant women 

Other Rest of population 
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First dose unvaccinated  
Unvaccinated (1st dose) London GP registered population in JCVI cohorts 1-16 (people aged 12+) by demographic factor. Source: NHS Foundry, Vaccinations up to 19 June 2022 
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Eligible First booster unvaccinated  
Booster unvaccinated London GP registered eligible population (2nd dose >3 months ago) in JCVI cohorts 1-15 by demographic factor. Source: NHS Foundry, vaccinations up to 19 June 2022 

 

 


